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Q Your raw matenals range from the mass-produced
{antique tins, dress patterns, costume jewelry, and
postage stamps) to the umque {personal letters, chuldrén’s
drawings, ana salvaged paintings). What has the world
ganed, and what has it lost, by your appropriation and
alteration of these materiais? Are there limits to what you
would alter?

A Pye kept some interesting items out of the trash.
Recveling 1s not new. but | think that 've tried to retin
some of the sincenty of the pieces betore they were lost to
a somewhat newer generauon. My letters, although they
hold meaning for me, would also have been lost since

I don't have any immediate hewrs. Again, their meaning
needed o be preserved or ar least recycled.

My “limut” sensors are constantly working. | won't use
anvthing (with one exceprion to date) that s plastic. |
pretry much hate plastic and unless your art 15 into fire
t1.¢. melung!, then reworking the stuff s pointless for me,
IFa picce | hnd in a shop, ctc., stops me tor a few seconds
and makes a connectnon in my head, then it is never a
matter of censorship. Censorship only occurs if ir doesn’t
make a spark. | have used stupid swoff, mean seuff. ugly
stuff, lovely stuff, and beavuful stuff 1 do. however, see a
lot of carly tins with racial overtones and | wouldn't touch
them.

@ Two milagro-studded assemblages in your Houston
studio struck me by ther placement: a house-like object
mountad high n a corner near the entrance, and a
baseball bat bolted to an interior doorway. What is the
religicus impuise in the materials and placement of these
pleces?

A The piece in question by the door is titted D Wood
(1988, 10°s placed extremely hugh so that | can't reach i
and be rempted 1o sell i It's oo personal 1o sell. The base-
ball bat, ritled Ball Bar 12006 1s placed so that | could cas-
tly reach i, grab it, and hart someone if necessary. Since |1



